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GREETINGS FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Thank you to all for joining me at the 2017 Conference and Annual Meeting!
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A heartfelt thanks to my OFHSA family for honouring
my distinguished services in the promotion of the work
of the Federation by presenting me with a Life
Membership in the Federation.
Congratulations to the Centennial Honour recipients
Arlene Morell and Margaret Lomas who were honoured
at Conference 2017 for their valuable contributions to
the Home & School movement at the local level.

Office Hours:
September - June
Monday to Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Executive Secretary:
Angela Murchie

At the 2017 Annual Meeting, P atrick W inters,
Ontario College of Teachers (OCT), presented The
Investigations and Hearings Process. Members were
informed of the mandate of OCT and how the College investigates complaints made
against teachers.
Thank you to members for their frank questions during the Annual Meeting. Questions
and interest help the board of directors to represent the voice of the members accurately.

Congratulations to the officers for the 2017-2018 term, as elected by the OFHSA Board of
Directors.

For a full list of the OFHSA
Eugema Ings, Murillo
Board of Directors, please President:
st
1
Executive
Vice-President: Arlene Morell, Strathroy
refer to our website.
2nd Executive Vice-President: Gene Myers, Windsor
Having served two terms as President of the Federation, I move to the position of PastPresident.
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I want to thank Teresa Blum for her dedication as an officer of the Federation. She will
continue to support members and the board of directors as the Awards Workgroup
Leader in 2017-18.
At the Federation, directors team together to consider ideas and discuss goals that place
our organization as the provincial resource centre for parent leadership and education
advocacy. Directors will keep abreast of the latest trends in education and continue to
lead positive change in a way that reinforces the deep-rooted importance of parent
engagement throughout the education system. In June, the board of directors will meet
for orientation and to develop workplans for 2017-18 federation goals.
At your Association, the work of transitioning new executive and finalizing plans for the
year ahead begins. A June meeting with school administration to schedule community
events and confirm that fundraising efforts complement the School Improvement Plan
ensures a great start to the 2017-18 year. This step makes budget planning and
scheduling the time and talents of your members a LOT easier.
Representing the voice of members as OFHSA President has been an honour
and a pleasure. It is my belief that the H&S movement makes a valuable
contribution to the education system by speaking out on public policy on
behalf of its members, making sure to keep students as the lens for the best
outcomes of the next generation in our society. I look forward to continuing
my service to the Federation as a member of the board of directors.

Wishing Summer Bliss to All, Sandra Binns
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OFHSA CITIZENSHIP AWARD RECIPIENTS
Ella H, Grade 5 - Ella loves singing in the school choir, playing basketball and volleyball, as well as being a rep on the school’s
ECO team. Outside of school, Ella participates in her church activities and skips rope to help fundraise for Jump Rope for Heart. Ella is
continuously learning valuable lessons from participating in these
events such as compassion and understanding. The staff at her
school praise Ella for her leadership and being a role model at such
a young age. Keep up the great work Ella and congratulations on
your award!

We congratulate all of
our Citizenship Award
Winners.
You’ve all worked hard
and done amazing
things!
Your hard work,
dedication, and
generosity of spirit will
take you anywhere you
want to go in life.

Mikayla C, Grade 6 - M ik ayla participates in m any activities
including track and field, choir, dance, and the ECO team. She is
also involved with school plays and set design, and volunteers often
at Home and School events. Mikayla has completed her Red Cross
Babysitting program, Home Alone course and the Leadership Development program at her school. If that doesn’t keep her busy
enough, she also is involved with Girl Guides, tree planting, gathering donations for food banks, and has donated her hair to Angel
Hair for Kids. Staff at her school know Mikayla is a dependable student who always has a
positive attitude. Congratulations to Mikayla on winning this award and continue the
great work you are doing!

Lukan K, Grade 7 - Lukan is a member of his school’s soccer team
and band. Lukan has also performed on stage at the Fun Fair, helped
collect items for can and clothing drives, and participated in Hats on
for Health Care. He has completed the highest level for his age in the
Swim for Life program and is eagerly waiting to start Lifeguarding
courses. Outside of school, Lukan has been a writer, director, and
actor at the Raindance Film Camp, as well as participating in Hip Hop
dance classes. These experiences have allowed Lukan to learn that everyone on a team
has value and that winning isn’t everything. Lukan’s teacher calls him a “very hard working student who always fulfills his responsibilities.” Congratulations Lukan on winning this
award!

Reegan G, Grade 8 - Reegan has participated in many clubs and
teams over the years at her school, including the Girls’ Club, baseball, and Grandparent’s Day. Reegan has also helped with bake
sales, in the classrooms, and with the French Café. She has learned
to work well in a team through her Cadets Camp and has learned
leadership and compassion through Camp Awakening. In the community, she has donated her hair, walked in charity walks and was a
participant in her local Remembrance Day Parade. The staff at her
school refer to her as a positive example and quick to encourage
others. Keep up the amazing work Reegan and congratulations on winning this award!
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FRIDAY - NIBBLES

AND

NETWORKING

Our weekend started off right with a fun evening of networking and light refreshments.
The lineup at the registration desk was long and full of happy chatter as old friends
were reunited and new acquaintances were made. Delegates got to explore our Vendor
Expo, enjoy each other’s company, and participate in the night’s silent auction.
Laura Elliott, Director of Education at Thames Valley District School Board, offered
delegates a warm welcome, as well as TVDSB Chair and School Trustee, Matthew Reid.
Delegates were given the challenge of building their “Leadership Survival Kit.” Members
of the board of directors were given items like Band-Aids, highlighters, elastics, and
Post-it Notes, to help remind them of the skills they would need to lead their
associations.
Our night ended with the results of the silent auction. It was wonderful to see so many
smiling faces collecting their prizes.

SATURDAY - CONFERENCE DAY
It was a busy and satisfying day of learning and celebration.
We learned about our personality types, about how Home and
School co-exists with School Council, and all about fundraising
strategies. We learned about free online math tutoring, Robert’s
Rules, and website building. We learned about our children’s
mental health, OFHSA resources, and social media use for
associations.
We also celebrated: Centennial Honours, Booster awards, and
Ada Courtice Certificates of Leadership and Learning were
distributed at the Achievement Luncheon.

OUR NEW OFFICERS
Say hello to our 2017-2018 officers! (L-R)
Sandra Binns, Past-President
Eugema Ings, President
Arlene Morell, 1st Executive Vice-President
Gene Myers, 2nd Executive Vice-President

We will be returning to
London for the 2018
Conference.
What did you love about
this year’s Conference?

What would you like to
see change for next
year?
Do you know someone
who would make an
excellent speaker or
workshop leader?
Do you know a business
that would love to join
our Vendor’s Expo?
Please send all feedback
to the office at
info@ofhsa.ca and it
will be passed along to
the Conference Planning
Workgroup. We want to
hear from you!

We wish our newly installed officers every
success as they take on the important
work of guiding our Federation. If you see
them, be sure to say “hi” and thank them
for their hard work and commitment!

KATE JONES & ASSOCIATES - KEYNOTE SPEAKER
As our keynote speaker, Kate Jones of Kate Jones & Associates
taught us how to identify our children’s distinct personalities.
Using the Personality Dimensions® model, she helped us learn
whether our children are Authentic Blue, Organized Gold,
Inquiring Green, or Resourceful Orange. With this knowledge in
mind, she guided us through strategies to support our
children’s emotional needs and communicate with them in the
ways they will best respond to.

Have your association
members ever identified
their personality types?
What were the results?
Let us know at
bulletin@ofhsa.ca.
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CONFERENCE

The Centennial Bell is
awarded to the association
that sends the most
delegates to conference.

This year’s recipient is
Adelaide Hoodless,
Hamilton. This is their
second year in a row
receiving the Centennial
Bell. We hear they’re going
to face some stiff
competition next year—
maybe your own association
wants to receive the bell!
Play Spot the Bell in the
collage!

Over the summer break,
savour family time and
all the outdoor wonders
available!
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COL. R.S. MCLAUGHLIN MEMORIAL AWARD
Since 1996, Corinne Wolsey has represented Home and School in every
possible facet in Kincardine and is still the go-to person for resources,
information, and as a liaison for what is taking place at the provincial
level. She will attend any meeting, at any time, to provide invaluable
information on whatever the topic may be. Every year at Conference,
you can always see Corinne setting up displays, tables, and working on
committees like Awards and Centennial. Conference is one of our main
forums used to promote Home and School to our parents and to the
general public. Corinne is instrumental in everyone having a smooth, enjoyable
experience at Conference each year. When faced with challenges, Corinne always meets
them head on. When the elimination of crossing guards in Kincardine was proposed,
Corinne fought to keep kids safe and keep the crossing guards. Corinne was responsible
for bringing the breakfast program to Huron Heights and has run hot lunch committees
in the schools. Corinne is the type of person who will put all personal agendas aside and
make sure that the children are the primary benefactors of whatever volunteer role she
takes on.

It’s never too early for
associations to start
thinking about students,
volunteers, and
educators to nominate
for next year’s award!

OFHSA EDUCATOR AWARD
Terri Growden has been teaching now for 23 years, with the last eight
at Bonaventure Meadows. Terri was nominated for her dedication to
her school, community, staff, peers, parents and volunteers. Always
willing to lend a hand and having time for everyone, no matter what,
shows just how much she loves her job. She is an outstanding leader
at her school and has been referred to as a great mentor by students
at the high school and even at the college that she has been involved
with. “Everyone has bad days, tomorrow will be better” is a phrase
many of her students have heard. Showing a constant support of
Home and School, Terri can always be counted on when it comes to
fundraisers, events, and assisting in finding volunteers. Terri is a
valuable bridge between the staff and Home and School, as she can
always be counted on to help let the staff know how Home and School works and
benefits the school. Terri sees the potential in everyone and every situation, and she
strives to bring out that potential. She is a teacher that will be remembered for her
caring, compassionate, giving, loving, and encouraging attitude toward everyone.
OFHSA would like to congratulate Terri on winning the 2017 OFHSA Educator Award,
and making a positive difference in the lives she touches daily.

JUST WHAT HAPPENS AT THE ANNUAL MEETING?
If you’ve never attended the Annual Meeting, you’re missing out! Here are just some of
the things that OFHSA members accomplished at this year’s Annual Meeting:


Adopted the minutes of the Annual Meeting and Book of Annual Reports from the
2016 meeting



Adopted four bylaw amendments pertaining to length of terms at Association,
Council, Region and Federation levels



Adopted a bylaw amendment, bringing it in line with our current practices regarding
appointing workgroup leaders



Adopted an expiring action recommendation (comprehensive eye exams) and
amended a policy statement (pupil-teacher ratio)

We also bring forth
policy resolutions at
the Annual Meeting. If
you’ve got an idea for a
policy resolution,
please contact the
office at info@ofhsa.ca
and we’ll be happy to
help!
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AROUND

THE PROVINCE

Ealing Home and School Turns 101

Submitted by Penny Rajpaul, Ealing H&S
Ealing Home and School celebrated their 101st
anniversary recently, hosting a celebration potluck for
their members.

How does your
association celebrate its
milestones? E-mail us at
bulletin@ofhsa.ca and
let us know!

A visual display of the association’s certificates, event
posters, photographs, and other information was
available. Each member got to take home a goody bag
filled with donations from members and local
businesses. This was a great way to promote the many
talents of Ealing’s membership.
Ealing’s members were also proud to purchase their
Home and School pins at this event.
Ashley and Stephanie 3 on 3 Tournament

Submitted by Dolly Hughes, Lord Nelson H&S
Registration is open for the annual Ashley and Stephanie 3 on
3 tournament. This event is held in the memory of two sisters
who tragically lost their lives in 2006.
This tournament is to provide awareness of domestic violence,
to create a family day, to promote physical activity, and to
provide two students from Clarke Road Secondary School with
a scholarship for post-secondary education.
For
more
information,
ashleyandstephanie.wordpress.com.

please

visit

Southside Home and School Sets Sights on New Playground

Submitted by Southside H&S
Southside School was built in 1956 and
today the school welcomes close to 285
students. The playground equipment was
placed on site approximately 25 years ago.
Our existing playground is quickly aging,
and only large enough to accommodate
children from J/K to Grade 2 on a rotating
basis. Any child past Grade 2 is sadly no
longer able to use the playground. It is also
Is your association
not barrier free. With our upcoming
engaged in an ambitious renovation and addition, Southside is sure to see an increase in student numbers as the
fundraising project? Let school will now accommodate 350 children. Sadly, this means even fewer grades will be
able to use this quickly aging playground. The surrounding community is also dependent
us know all about it!
on this playground. It is up to us - the parents and community members to raise the funds
to provide the children with proper playground equipment.
We are looking for charitable monetary donations, goods or labour and we are also looking
into grants to support our cause. If you wish to make a contribution or you know of
anyone who would be interested in donating, please contact the Southside Home and
School Association at 519-539-1131.
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MEET OUR NEW PRESIDENT
My name is Eugema Ings and I am greatly honoured
to be your OFHSA President. I am looking forward to
a year of engaging our members and viewing the
wonderful things which are occurring around our
province through OFHSA's social media and articles
in the OFHSA Bulletin.
Although I have had the opportunity to talk with
some of you throughout the years, I will share a bit
of information so you can get to know me.
My husband and I reside in Murillo, Ontario outside
of Thunder Bay (Northwestern ON). We have two
adult children (one still residing at home) and three
dogs. I have been involved with Home and School
for over 17 years. At the Association level, I have
been Secretary and President; 1st Vice-President and
President at Regional level; Policy Workgroup
Leader, Virtually Yours Editor, 2nd Vice-President,
1st Vice-President and now President at the
Federation level.
Having been involved in a variety of non-profit organizations, advocacy groups, a
union, self-regulatory college and various sub-committees, has given me knowledge,
insight and skills which I have utilized over the years. I have met in person with various
government officials, written letters to Ministers, written proposals, applied for funding,
lead petitions and organized events. Everything I have learned this past quarter century
including the past seven years sitting at the Board of Directors and two years at the
Executive table for OFHSA, will assist me in my new position.

Where do you see your
Home and School
journey taking you over
the next 17 years? Will
you be sitting on
OFHSA’S Board of
Directors? Will you be
OFHSA’s President?
There’s only one way to
find out!

Over the years, the question has been asked as to why people still remain as involved
members of Home and School after their children have completed school. Change does
not occur overnight. Society has changed over the years. Who is going to pass on the
knowledge, assist upcoming members, guide parents wanting the best for their child,
and advocate for change if past members with experience leave once their child has
completed grade school or high school?
Being a member does not mean to keep the knowledge to ourselves but to pass it on to
others so the work that began over 100 years ago will continue. Many of you have
heard me use the analogy of planting seeds when it comes to advocacy. As members
who have been active with Home and School for many years and have developed roots;
these roots have grown in fertilized soil which is constantly getting tilled and made
fresh again. Our roots spread to engage other Home and School members. Whether it
is staying at the Association level or deciding to be part of a workgroup at the
Federation level, we all continue in our journey of learning and making Ontario a better
place for students, youth and their families.
As your new OFHSA President, I am looking forward to working with current and new
members of the OFHSA Board of Directors to ensure we keep on track with our
Strategic Plan, engaging our members, following through in finding solutions to
member needs, advocating on behalf of members, as well as the most important
reason as to why we are here, striving to obtain "The Best for Each Student.”

Eugema Ings
OFHSA Bulletin - May 2017
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Keeping In Touch

VENDOR EXPO
Do you have a great fundraising idea, but aren’t sure who can help you make it
happen? Here’s how to contact the amazing displayers from this year’s Conference:

Ontario Federation of Home
and School Associations
(Search for OFHSA)

@OFHSA1916

E-mail
brjjharvey@gmail.com
and request to be added
to the group


















The Lunch Lady
Ontario College of Teachers (OCT)
Lamontagne
World’s Finest Chocolate
Lifetouch Photography
Henderson Recreation Equipment Ltd.
TVO Math Help
School Spirit Wear
Pizza Vera Italian Foods
P.K. Snacks
MEI International Academy
Smart Booth Images
Scholar’s Choice
APE Playground
OES Scoreboards
Fundstream

www.thelunchlady.ca
www.oct.ca
www.lamontagne.ca
www.worldsfinest.ca
www.lifetouch.ca
www.hendersonplay.com
www.homeworkhelp.ilc.org
www.schoolspiritwear4u.com
www.pizzavera.ca
519-764-2150
www.meiacademy.com
www.smartboothimages.ca
www.scholarschoice.ca
www.apeplayground.com
www.oes-scoreboards.com
www.fundstream.com

OFHSA: Virtually Yours
Get the electronic newsletter of
OFHSA delivered to your inbox so
you can read it at your leisure (in
your pyjamas!). Are you a
subscriber? If not, simply send an
e-mail to info@ofhsa.ca with
‘Sign me up’ in the subject line.

E-mail: info@ofhsa.ca
If you are looking for specific
information and can’t find it on
the website, send an e-mail to
OFHSA for help. Consider being
added to the e-mail lists of your
H&S Association or H&S Council.
They can provide you with local
information.

OFHSA Bulletin
Published 3 times a year, it’s filled
with information you should be
aware of. A great way for
associations to share their
successes and milestones. If you
have a story that might interest
other members, please send it to
bulletin@ofhsa.ca.

(L-R) Sandra Binns, Mitzie Hunter, Minister of Education, and Arlene Morell

DID

YOU

READ

THE

OFHSA BULLETIN?

If you have read the OFHSA Bulletin, send an e-mail to bulletin@ofhsa.ca. In the
subject line enter “#OFHSAConf2017”. In the body of the e-mail state your association
and tell us who received the Centennial Bell. You will have the chance to win a $25 Tim
Hortons gift card for your association. The draw will be held on June 24, 2017.

All entries must be received by Friday, June 23, 2017. The odds of winning are
dependent on the number of entries.

DISCLAIMER
The Ontario Federation of Home and School Associations, Inc. accepts paid advertisements for
inclusion in the OFHSA Bulletin. Accepting advertisements from corporations does not indicate
OFHSA‘s endorsement of a corporation’s products or services. Those interested in advertising in
the OFHSA Bulletin should contact the office to learn about space and rates.
Submitted articles are the opinions of the writers and not necessarily those of the Ontario
Federation of Home and School Associations, Inc. or its members.

